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II. A Catalogue of fome Guinea-Plants, with 
their Native Names and Virtues j fent to 
James Petiver, Apothecary , and Fellow of 
the Royal Society; with his Remarks on them. 
Communicated in a Letter to Dr. Hans Sloane. 
Secret. Reg. Soc. 

SIR, 

T H E Following Plants, with their Motive Names 
and Vertues, I fometime fince received from my 
Worthy and Reverend Friend, Mr. John Smyth, whiift 
he was Minifter to the Royal African Company in the 
Englijh Fattory at Cabo Corfo, vulgarly called Cape Coafi, 
in Guinea . 

It were, Sir, needlels to tell you the many Advanta¬ 
ges that would accrue to the Art or Myftery of Phy fick, 
if the Vertues of all Simples were more nicely inquired 
into, or better known: 1 lhall therefore wave it here, 
and only prefent you with an African Materia Medica , 
whole innocent Pra&ice conlifts of no more Art than 
Compofition, as you may lee by the following Me¬ 
thod, viz. 

i. Aclotva, fo called by the Natives in Guinea , dried 
and rub’d on all the Body is good for the Crocoes (or 
Itch.) Mr. John Smyth. 

Colutea ScorpioidesGuineenJis TragacanthaFoliis , nobis. 
Its Leaves very much relembling thole of Tragacantha, 
are let by Pairs, to the Number of Twelve or Sixteen, 
and lometimes Twenty, each at a very fmall Diftance, 
viz. about an Eighth of an Inch. The Tods are long, 
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fmooth and ftrait, ending in a Point; fome of them a^> 
bove Four Inches Jong, and not thicker than a Crows 
Q^ill; the Seeds are final!* brown, fliort, thick and 
turgid ; each feparated in the Pod by a thin, fpungy In- 
ierfepmentum or Partition. 

z. Accncroha , being boy led in Wine, and drank, is 
good in the Small Pox. Mr. f. S. 

This I have mentioned at No. 21. in my Firfl Centu¬ 
ry, its Leaves are fliff* as the Fhyllirea, andopake (/. e.) 
not to be feen through, they grow oppofite on very 
ill or t Footflaiks, are taper at Points and bale, the largeft 
one Inch and 5 (in the Middle) where broadeft, and 
Three Inches long, very much refembling our Common 
Bay, are Black (now dry) on the upper fide, and of a 
Pale Green underneath. 

3. Acres, Boyl’d in Wine and drank, is good to 
recover Strength. Mr. J. S. 

This is a Trifoliate Shrub, it hath the Face of the Co¬ 
ral arbor, but is not fpinofe, the middle or top Leaf 
Rands on an Inch pedicle, whereas the Two oppofites 
have none. 

4. AfFunnena, Boyl’d in Wine and drank, caufes a 
Stool. Mr. J. S. 

5. Afoba, Pounded and mixt with Oyl, is good for 
the Itch or Crocoes. Mr. J. S. 

This is.a fort of Fhafiolus, ox Kidney-Bean, with fmali 
hairy Leaves and Stalks. 

6. Afto, .dryed to Powder and fnuft, is good for the 
Head-ach, Mr. J. S. 

Eryfimum lignofum Guineenfe fomentofam, nob., 

7. Ambettuway, boy led and drank, caufeth an Appe¬ 
tite to any fick Perfon. Mr. J. S. 

The Leaves of this in Shape and Rough,nek are like 
our Common Elm , 

8 . Amea, 



8. Amea, Dried into Powder and Snufr, flops the 
bleeding, Mr .J S. 

This hath aiated or winged Leaves, and ftems to be 
one of the Pajamirioba kinds, which you have fo clear¬ 
ly diftinguilhcd in your mod excellent Catalogue of Ja¬ 
maica Plants, at Page 148. 

o. Apcbee, Boy I’d and drank, is good for the Small 
Pox. Mr. J. S. 

Chryfanthemum acaulon Guineenfe, fol'tis longu angujlis, 
nob. 

10. Aputtafy, The Teeth being walht with a Deco- 
&ion of this in Water, is good for the Scurvy in the 
Mouth. Mr. J. S; 

This Tree obferves no Order ia the Petition or fet- 
ting on of its Leaves, being farther or nearer, and fome- 
times oppofite, they are broad at the Baft, with fcarce 
any Foot Stalk, and (ocontinue about Two Thirds, and 
then grow taper, are fmooth and Alining above, but 
foft beneath, and fomewhat downy, efpeciaily the great¬ 
er Ribs, which being held to the Light are darkly clou¬ 
ded, the largeft Leaves are about Two Inches and art 
Half long, and One broad. 

11. Aguaguin, made into a Plaifter and applied to a 
Cut, cures it. Mr. J. S. 

The Leaves of this Shrub refemble the Common Lilac 
or Blew Pipe Tree ; they grow alternately, and ftand on 
half Inch Footftalks; if held to the Light you may per¬ 
ceive the lefler Veins very finely reticulated and fub- 
divided. 

1 z. Afafi , Boy I’d and fo kept in the Mouth, is good 
for the Tooth*ach. Mr. J. S. 

This Tree fomewhat reftmbles the Laurel , in refpedJ: 
to the Shape and StifFnefs of its Leaves, which grow 
alternately on fiiort Footftalks; its Branches are Black- 
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ifh* rugged and fprinkied with fmall, Reddifh, Spangle* 

like Specks. 

13. Afcindoe , Boy I’d and the Water drank is good 
for she Running in the Reins. Mr. J. S. 

Frutcx Guineenfis fpinofus foliis fubrotundis crenatis 

fieri bus filament ofis , nob. 

This is a Thorny Shrub, with roundifh, fmooth, 
crenated Leaves , fomewbat more than an Inch broad, 
and about One and an Half long; thefe are fet on very 
ihort Footflalks ; at the top of each Branch Rand fmall 
thrum my Flowers ; its Thorns are bigger or left according 
as they come from thefmalleror leffer Branches. 

14. Ajfiaba , Warmed in Water, and the Grom rubbed 
with it, is good for a Buboe. Mr. J. S. 

15. Afferida, Chewed, is very good for the Belly-ach. 
Mr. J. S. 

16. Ajfrumina, Pounded and rub’d on the Legs, kil- 
eth the Worms that breed there. Mr. J. S. 

17. Atanta, Is very good to put in Broath for a Sick 
Man or Woman, it caufing Strength. Mr. J. S. 

Rhus Guineenfie trifoliatum fcabrum fierratum, nob. 

This differs from thoxCape fort which Dr.Plukenet,th&t 
mod fagacious Botanift hath Figured in his Phytogra- 
ph'ta , Tab. 119. under Fig 7. (by the Name of Rhus 
Africanum Trifoliatum majus foliis obtufis & incifis hirfutie 
pubefeentilus ) in having its leaves edged with prickley 
Notches, whereas his is finuated or rather deeply 
waved. 

18. Attrow, Boy I’d and any ftvelled part wafhed in 
the Water (i. e Deco&ion) abateth it. Mr. J. S. 

Kali Guineenfie foliis Polygoni.floribus verticilli in modum 
difipofiitis , nob. 

I lhall referve its Defcription until I give you the 
Figure of it, which I defign with fome other Guinea 
Plants , Infers, &c. 


19, Attrum- 
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ip. Attrummaphoe, Boy I’d and drank, caufeth the 
great fort of Pox to Skin and dry. Mr. J. S. 

The Juice of this Weed being fnuft up the Nofe, is 
good to make one fneeze. Mr. Edward Bartar. Of the 
Decodtion of this Plant, is made a Drink good againft 
the Phrenfy. Hort. Malal. 

Colute a languinofa Floribus parvis filiquis pilofis deor- 
fum tendentilus Muf. Petiver. 45-. Or rent alts plerumque 
heptaphyllos hirfitta , floribus fpicatis faturate purpureis, 
filiquis plurimis quadratis valae pilofis fummo fucculorum 
dependent thus. Aim. Botan. p. 113. It was called by 
Dr. Herman (that late incomparable Botanift) Aflraga- 
lus Indicus Jpicatus fi liquis copiofis deorjum fpeel anti¬ 
bus non falcatis feu Polylobos . And by the Inhabitants 
of Ceylon Pilteghas % as Joannes Comelinus allerts, in his 
Commentaries on the Hortus Malabarhus , in the Ninth 
Volume of which noble Herbal there is an Icon of this 
Plant, under the Name of Katu (which fignifics Sylve- 
ffris or wild) Tagera, Tah.^o. p. 55. Whole Defer opti¬ 
on of it I (hall briefly tranlcribe and imerfperfe my own 
Oblervations concerning it. It grows in fandy Places, 
about Two or Three Foot high; the Ropts fibrole and 
whitilh; its Stalks woody, tedilli, and very hairy ; the 
Leaves grow by Pairs,with one at the Extremity having 
Three or Five (I have Samples of it with Seven or 
more ) covered on both Tides with a (oft wool!inch, (which 
are not exprefl in the Figure , the like Omiffion 1 find in 
many others in this Work, whofe Leaves, &c. are deline¬ 
ated fmooth , although the Defcription and things them- 
felves declare them otherwife) they have an altringenc 
Tail, and are fomewhat biting 

It hath many fmall deep Purple Papilionaceous Flow¬ 
ers growing in a Spike to. the top (of a Leaflets Stalk;) 
its Calyx is compofed of Six very narrow Hairy Leaves, 
the Pods are alfo very hairy,roundilh,but not thicker than 
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a Packthread \ of an Inch long hanging downwards on 
Abort (or rather no) Footftalks; the Seeds are (mail, lye 
length ways in the Pod, and are (eparated by a (thin) 
Partition. 

2,0. Bumbunny , Boy I’d and drunk, caufeth to vomit. 
Mr. J. S. 

21. Caggovo, Boy I’d in Water, and wafh the Teeth, is 
good for the Tooth-sch. Mr. J. S. 

The Leaves of this Tree are fmooth and Ihining, 
like the Lavorel, but thinner and veined like the Bay, 
they are Two Inches and \ broad, and between Four 
and Five long, thefe are round at the Bale, and pointed 
at the Tip, or End, they ftafid on an Half Inch Foot- 
fta'k, Black nest the Stalk and Leaf, and Greenifh in 
the Middle, its Veins are very conlpicuous and much 
fubdivided on both Tides. 

22. Canto, Boyl’d and drunk is good for the Running 
(I fuppole of the Reins.) Mr. J. S. 

23. Concon, Pounded and mist with Oyl, killeth the 
Worms in the Legs, by anointing with it. Mr. J. S. 

Thefe Leaves differ from the Caggow-Tree, at No. 21. 
in being thicker, ft iffer, and not fo full of Veins. 
Thefe are broadeft within *■ of theBafe, and from thence 
grow regularly tapering; its Footftalks are thicker, 
lomewhat longer, and all of a Colour. 

24. Cuttofoe, Boy I’d in Water and drank, is good 
for the Belly-ach. Mr. J. S. 

Anonis non Jpinofa minor glabra procumbent fl. luteo. 
D. H. Sloane Cat. Plantar. Jamaic. p. 75. This being 
that which you fo plentifully find in Jamaica, particu¬ 
larly on the Banks of the Rio Cobre near the City of 
St. Jago de la Vega, or Spamjh-Town : I (hall here omit 
its Defcription expe&ing both that and its Figure in your 
much defired Natural Hiftory of Jamaica, which you 

have 
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have been fo kind to promife the World the fudden 
Publication of. 

23. Dancreta, Boy i’d in Water, and if the Head is hot, 
waih’d in the Water, abateth the Heat. Mr. J. S. 

Convolvulus quinque folius Guir.eenfis foliis non ferratis. 
noh. 

That laborious and indefatigable Reviver of Botany, 
Cafper Bauhine , in his Frodromns, p. 134. gives you 
the figure of an yi Egyptian Convolvulus , which he calls 
Quinquefolius , that exadtiy refembles this in every thing, 
the fine notcht Serratures of its Leaves only excepted, 
which in my Specimens are not dearly to be feen, al¬ 
though dome of them feem to have fuch a Tendency or 
Difpofition. 

26. Dinjohn, Warm’d at the Fire, and applied to a 
Boil, breaks it. M r.J.'S. 

27. Fmphrue, Boyl’d and drank, caufts Strength in 
Sickoefs. Mr. J. S. 

Mori folio non crenato Arbor Guir.eenfis, noh. 

28. Heniecoe, Boy I’d in Wine, is good for the Belly- 

ach. Mr. J. S. 

29. Iffong, Put in Water, and the Head waiht cureth 
the Head-ach. Mr. J. S. 

Pifum veficarium , fruilu nigro alia macula notato CB. 
.343. cordatum veficarium Park. 1378. Fig. Halicacahum 
peregrinum her. zji. Fig. id. emac. 341. Fig. It's a Kb 
figured in the Eighth Volume cf the Hortus Malaharicus, 
Fab. 28. p. 33. under the Malabar Name of Vlinga , 
It’s cal I’d at Barbadoes , from whence I have alfo recei¬ 
ved it Farfly. I find you have alfo obferved it-plentifully 
in Jamaica , as appears by your incomparable Catalogue 
at p. in. to which for the Readers cafe, 1 refer them 
to the many other fynonimous Names, you haye there 
with fo much pains collected together. 
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30. Mening, Dried and made into Powder and finifr, 

is good for the Stoppage of the Head. Mr. J. S. 

Ricinus Guheenfis Hederee quinquefd. Virginian# facie, 
foliis hirfutis , nob. 

3r. Met aces , Pounded, and fo applied, is good For a 
Cut. Mr. J. S. 

With theie Leaves the Blacks alfo make Match for 
their Muskets, as my kind Friend, Mr. Edward Bartar 

informs me. 

jz, Obrang ,, Boy I’d in Water, and fo waih the Cods, 
is good for the (welling. Mr. J. S. 

Glycyrrkiza; folio fingulari , Frutex Guineenfis fpinis 
gemeliis, nob. 

33. Pocumma, Pounded and dried and Bak’d in Bread 
is good for the Flux. Mr. J. S. 

34. Santeo, boy I’d, and the Eyes wa(ht with the 
Water, taketh away any Film or Pearl. Mr. J, S. 

The Leaves of this Tree grow oppofite, with one at 
the end without Footftalks; the Joynts and fetting on 
of the Leaves are blackifb, they are of the make and 
bignefs of the Lawrel. 

35. Sora, Boy I’d and drank, is good for any Pain a- 
bout the Body. Mr. J . S. 

The Leaves of this Shrub have the Shape and Bignefs 
of thofe of Sena, but are fomewhat woolly underneath, 
and are fet on very foort Foot-ftalks. 

36. Tetrepboe , BoyFd in Broath is good for the Flux. 
Mr. f.S. 

This Plant grows alfo in Malabar , where they ufe the 
Root boy I’d in Whey, as a Remedy againft the Piles , 
and the Powder of it cures the Belly-ach, Hort. Malab. 

Xanthium Malabaricum capitnlis lanuginofn Muf Pe- 
tiv. 99. Ret# folio Malabarica femine Lappaceo Com. 
not. in H. Mai. Well'ta Codiveli H. Mai. V. to. Tab. 5:9. 
/. 117. From whence, and my own Specimens, I (hall 

here 
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here give you a fliort Defcription of it. It’s Stalks are 
fomewhat woody and hoary (efpecially towards the 
top) the Leaves grow (by Pairs) on Ihort Foorftalks, 
the young ones are Velvetty underneath, the others in 
Ibape and hoarinefs not unlike Pulmonaria maculofa , or 
Spotted Lungwort , but ftldom lb large. The Flowers 
grow clofe together in a Spike, and are compofed of 
Five Greenilh Leaves fill’d with a Scarlet Thrummy 
Tuft. After that, towards the ripening of the Seed, 
the Burs in which they are included grow more fpars’d, 
or at greater diflance; they are covered with a woolly 
Subfiance, out of which proceed fmall hamated or 
crooked Prickles, very like our Englifti Burdock (but 
Four times lefs) and flick like them to whatever they 
touch. In each of thefe is one fmall, longilh, flat, vetch¬ 
like, blackilh, fliining Seed. It grows in any Soik 
My ingenious Friend, Mr .Sam. Brown , hath alfo fent it 
me from Fort St. George , where I find there are many 
Plants, the fame with thole in Guiney. 

3 7. Tetruma, Pounded to Powder and applied to a 
Whitlow , breaks it. Mr. J. S. 

Lauruftini facie Arlor Guineenfis , nob. 

The Leaves are oval, ftiff and opak, One Inch and 
? broad, and z \ long, let alternately on all fides of the 
Stalk, on very Ihort Pedicles, at and near the Top, from 
the Bolom of the Leaves, come forth Clufters of fmall 
Flowers , after the lame manner with the Lauruftinus or 
Wild Bay. But what thefe produce I cannot as yet in¬ 
form you. 

38. Tuffo, is very good for fore Eyes, boyl’d in Wa¬ 
ter, and the Eyes walht with the Deco&ion thereof 
Mr. J. S. 

Flos Solis Guineenfis jol. fcabro,flore minore, nob. 

39. Vnguin , Boyl’d and drunk, is good for the Pain 
in the Back. Mr. J. S. 

Iiiii The 
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The Leaves grow alternately on Footflalks near an 
Inch long, they have the exadt Shape and Face of the 
Common Bay , but neither its Smell or Tafte. 

40. Vnnsna, Boy I’d, and the Legs waflit in the Water, 
abateth their Swelling. Mr .J.S. 

Lychnis Guineenfn fruftu, C ary ophy lloide, folits hirfutis 
Rorijmarini angufi tor thus, nob. 

This Piant being altogether new, I defign its Dejcrip- 
tion and Figure among!* fome other curious things I 
intend to prefent you withal, relating to Africa. It be¬ 
ing my great Ambition to approve my (elf, as in reality 
1 am 


WORTHY SIR ,, 


From the White G'ofs 
in Alderfgate-Strecp 
London 3 Sept* 22 , 
16 P 7 * 


Tour tnoB Obliged 

■and very humble Servant, 


James Petiver. 



